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in the conduct of God. Notood reason has 
ever come to our knowledge, why an invitation 
should be given to all, when it was absolutely 
certain, from all eternity, that bit a part would 
be saved. It cannot be recongled with what 
appears of the character of God} in Nature, or 
in Revelation, that he should holdout the offers 
of salvation to those, who “he jad designed 
should be, or knew perfectly well would be, 
finally and eternally rejected. It would 
better answer to the character and con- 
duct of a certain Heathen Deity, who in- 
flicted the severest punishment by the show of 
pleasure which could not be reached, and by in- 
spiring hopes, which were never to be realized. 
Nor, in the second place, would he have given 
an invitation to all, unless it had bee) his wish, 
his sincere desire, that all should be saved.— 
Grant us this point, and we reason from it 
thus—If it be the wish, the mcr 
God, that all should be saved, to whem the in- 
vitation was given,—then he will surely ex- 
ert his power, in accomplishing their salvation. 
It is not in our power to conceive, how the 
Deity can desvre the salvation of all, and have 
it in his power to save them, and yet, suffer his 
desire to be forever ungratified. If we reason 
on the nature and character of God, from what 
we know of man, as we undoubtedly must, we 
cannot well conceive how he can be perfectly 
happy, uniess all his reasonable desires, (and 
surely he has none other) can be gratified. If 
then, it be true, that God desires the salvation 
of all, can it be otherwise than true, that he 
will save ally “To us, it Seems imyussibie.~ 
It must now appear evident, we think, that 
there is a conclusive argument drawn from the 
universal offers of salvation, or the universal 
invitations of Christ, in favor of the doctrine 
we maintain. Yet still, there are some objec- 
tions brought against it, by our religious oppo- 
nents, which we ought perhaps briefly to no- 
tice. Some few of them, we shall now consid- 
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<The following was written with a reference to the 
reasonings of Dr. Emmons against Universalism, 
contained in a Sermon, which he not long since pub- 
lished on that subject, in his late volume of dis- 
courses. 


THE UNIVERSAL INVITATIONS. OF CHRIST. 
‘ No. Wii. tray ae ; 

Among the many strong reasons which we 
have for believing in the ultimate Salvation of 
all mankind, is: that, whichis drawn from the 
Universal Invitations of Christ. We do not in- 
deed aver, that every man will be saved, mere- 
ly because Christ has given an invitation to all 
to come unto him. We are ready to admit, 
that he might have given an invitation to all, 
and yet, have made no provision for their salva- 
tion, even if they had accepted it. But we 
cannot admit this, without entertaining an opin- 
ion of him, which would greatly depreciate his 
worth, in our estimation, and cast an unfavora- 
ble reflection on his moral honesty. If it were 
in our power to believe, that Christ was capa- 
ble of practismg such palpable duplicity, we 
certainly could not believe, that he was really 
and truly the Son of God. It does not appear 
reasonable to us, however it may appear to 
others, that a person, who, like our Saviour, 
was particularly distinguished as -a teacher of 
truth ‘and righteousness, and whose predomi- 
nant characteristics were openness and simpli- 
city, should hold out the offers of Universal 
Salvation, when he was certain that all would 
not, or could not, be saved. It would better 
answer to the opinion we have formed of him, 
that he should give an invitation only to those, 
who were embraced in the plan of salvation. 

But we have heretofore believed, and we yet 
believe, that an atonement has been made for 
the sins of the world, and that therefore, provi- 
sion has been made for the salvation of all.— 
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desire of|trine we maintain. 


quivocally declare. 


Upon this foundation we build our faith, and 
rest our strongest hopes, inthe final redemption 
and salvation of all mankind. 
common observation, no less than scripture, 
clearly and directly teach us, that an infinitely 
wise and supremely intelligent Being, whose 


happiness and glory can neither be augmented 
nor diminished, whose perfections are underiv- 


ed, and therefore subject to no change, would 
not have made provision for the salvation of all, 
unless it had been in his power, and consistent 
with his intention, to save all.—T wo considera- 
tions, in particular, induce us to this belief.— 
We feel constrained to think in the first place, 
that he would not have given an invitation to 
all, unless it had been consistent with his own 
feelings, that all should accept it. In this re- 
spect he was not actuated by such feelings, as 
are apt to govern the conduct of men, In simi- 
lar cases. Jn man’s intercourse with his fel- 
low man, policy sometimes requires, and fre- 


quently dictates, that certain indications of 


complacency and respect should be held out, 
io which the heart is entirely opposed. 
this principle of action be requisite in the man- 
agement of human affairs, it seems not to be so, 


Reason and 


But if 


er.—And first, it is not denied,—but on the 
contrary, it is freely admitted, that “the Bible 


abounds with free, rich and universal offers of 


mercy to sinners.”” Still, it is not admitted,— 
but, on the contrary, it is denied, that “they 
afford the least argument to prove that they 
will all be saved.” Nay, so far are they from 
proving this, that it has been boldly and plain- 
ly asserted, that they afford an “evidence, next 
to demonstration, that some men will be daimn- 
ed.” Surely, this is strange logic! But let us 
see how, or by what process of reasoning, this 
is proved, or made out. It is concluded, as we 
have seen, that the offers of salvation are uni- 
yersal;—but then, we are straitway told, that 
“there is a condition to be seen on the very face 
of them. There is something for men.to do on 
their part, in order to possess the spiritual 
blessings offered. Men must trst for the wa- 
ters of life and come to them, in order to par- 
take of them: and men must come to Christ, 
that they may have life, in order to obtain it.” 
Now all this reasoning may be correct, and we 
are willing to admit it is correct; but what does 
is prove? It indeed says, that ‘men must 
come unto Christ, that they may have life, in 
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order to obtain it.” Be it so; we are willing 
to grant it. And now the question comes, 
whether all men, or only a part of them, will 
eome unto Christ? If all men come unto 
Christ, then, even the arguinent itself admits, 
illmen willbe saved. Andthisis the very point 
for which we coniend. Christ himself declares, 
that ‘all that the Father giveth me, shall come 
unto me; and him that cometh unto me, I will 
in no wise cast out” And he furthermore de- 
clares, that “the Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hands.”” Where 
then is the force of the argument we are notic- 
ing? It has none. It takes for granted the 
very point at issue:—that is, it takes for grant- 
ed, that all men will not come unto Christ, that 
they may have life; and then infers from this, 
that no argument can be drawn from the uni- 
versal offers of salvation, in favor of the doc- 
But is this a fair, candid 
argument? No man of common discernment 
will pretend it is. It may be the very thing of 
which we are accused:—that is, it may be 
“reasoning right from wrong principles;”’—but 
even this is questioned ! 

But let us go on and consider the conditions, 
as they are called, upon which eternal life is 
offered. What are they? We are told, that 
“repentance and faith are the cardinal condi- 
tions upon which eternal life is offered.” Let 
us consider, in the first place, repentance.—And 
in doing this, let us simply ask, and urge the 
inquiry, ‘Is eternal life the gift of God?” Un- 
questionably it is,—for so the scriptures une- 
But who is. it, that will 
boldly assert and maintain, that God, in con- 
fering the free gift of eternal life, regards the 
conduct of man? Behold the sun! it is a gift 
of God; but it shines on the evil and on the 
good—its quickening and fertilizing rays shine 
on the earth, regardless of man’s repentance, 
or moral character, in any respect. Behold 
too, the rain! it is a gift of God; but it falls: 
alike on the just and on the unjust—its bles- 
sings are communicated to all indiscriminately, 
and with equal liberality—wickedness, of the 
foulest and most aggravated nature, cannot 
prevent it from falling; nor can repentance, 
however sincere it may be, eall it from the 
heavens, Repentance, if we need it,—and few of 
us there are but what do,—may give us a good 
character, and peace of mind; but it cannot 
purchase, or obtain for us, eternal life, or any 
of those divine enjoyments, which are reserved 
for us, inthe kingdom of celestial glory. Those 
were freely given to us, by our heavenly Fath- 
er— ‘Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done; but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ #e- 
sus before the world began.” 

But let us now consider, in the second place, 
Faith.—What is faith? Let us consider this 
question, jirst.—Faith is a term expressing 
nearly, if not precisely the same thing, as be- 
lief. For instance—We have faith mthe pro- 
mises of God: we belicve im the promises of 


God. Now both of these expressions mean 
neatly, or pre cisely, the same thing. But 
Ithere is one thing particularly to be observed, 
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n this place—and that is, that we could neith-| when the sun, whichgives light by day, disap- 


ve belheve, nor have faith in the 
(sod, unless these promises antece 
ed, 


dently exist- 
The thing believed in, pr the object of our 
faith, must be in existence, or supposed to be 
in existence, before the act of believing. We 
could not believe in the existence of one su- 
premies ieerigens Being, as the Governor and 

uler of the Universe, unless that Being did 
actually exist;—or at least, unless he was sup- 
posed to exist;—or at all events, our believing 
would not give him an existence, which he did 
not before possess. That man would be very 
much like an idiot, or a wild and visionary fa- 
natic, who should insist, that his belief gave 
existence to the thing, in which he believed. 
Nor should we have but a little, if any more fa- 
vorable opinion of his intellectual powers, if he 
should insist, that he could destroy a fact, an- 
tecedently existing, by his unbelief. . The force 


of these observations cannot be unperceived. | of his faith be felt, 


romises of| pears from the westrn horrizon, and the night 


spreads over its sable curtain, we believe 
it will be succeeled by the light of another 
morning; but wherthe morning comes, and the 
light breaks forth rom the eastern sky, our be- 
lief is lost in certiinty. So too, while one so- 
journs m this val: of tears, and can see nothing 
beyond the preent, and is surrounded by ail 
the variety of evils incident to this state of be- 
ing, he believes it will be succeeded by one, in 
which his happiness will be perfect, and his 
existence endless; but when the morning of the 
resurrection shall come, and this mortal shall 
be clothed upen with immortality, and this cor- 
ruptible shall put on incorruption, and death 
shall be swallowed up of life, his belief will 

ive place to certainty, and his faith to fruition. 
But in this world only, where he can see but 
in part, and know but in part, will the effects 
And surely, the comfort it 


It is required of us to believe the promises of| yields him here, the rest it affords him in this 


God,—to believe that they will be fulfilled;— 


this is that faith, which ig called a cardinal con- 
dition, upon which eternal life depends. Now 
mark the conclusion. What do the promises 
of God contain? 
life, for those that believe? And before they 
believe? Then certainly, eternal life does not 
depend upon this belief; but is the object of this 
belief. It was their’s before they believed— 
yea, it was their’s, from before the foundation 
of the world;—it was so unquestionably; or 
else their belief gave existence to something 
which did not before exist. 
mine should say to me, come, believe that I 
will give you my property—I should say, no— 
first pledge to me your word that it shall be 
done, and then I shall have some foundation 
for my belief.—And this will apply to the sub- 
ject we are considering. If eternal life be not 
promised to me, in the word of God, then there 
is no foundation, upon which to build my faith. 
And if it is promised, then it is mine, whether 


Do they not contain eternal 


Ifa friend of 


state of imperfection and dependency, are all 
that he can reasonably ask, or ought to ex- 
pect. It is enough. With it, he should be 
satisfied—more, he would be presumptuous to 
demand, 

From ‘he view we have now taken of this 
subject, ve learn, in brief, that salvation has 
been offered to all, and for the very obvious 
reason, that provision has been made for their 
salvation; that eternal life is the gift of God, 
and therefore will be confered on man, uncon- 
ditionally; that repentance and faith are neces- 
sary to our present happiness and welfare; but 
not conditions upon which our future happi- 
ness issuspended. We now close our remarks, 
—firmly and sincerely believing, that these 
several particulars have been made apparent, 
—at the same time, fondly indulging the hope, 
that repentance and faith—not as the cardinal 
conditions of eternal life; but as cardinal chris- 
tian virtues—may be more generally prevalent, 
and their efects more universally. felt.and en- 


I believe it or not, It is therefore absurd to|joyed. That this may be the case, let each 


contend, that faith is a cardinal condition, upon 
which eternal life is promised. 
cause I have faith, that eternal life is promised, 
but on the contrary, I have faith, because eter- 
nal life is promised. Thus, by shewing plainly 
the ground of controversy, entirely a different 
view of the point at issue, is presented to the 
‘mind. We now see, and see clearly, we think, 
that eternal life is not the reward, but the object 
of our faith. 

It will now be admitted, we apprehend, that 


one examine himself;—and if he need repen- 


It is not be-| tance, let him repent: and if he lack iaith, let 


him seek it, and the promise is, he shall find 
it. G. 


Good Tidings from Ohio. 


A letter from an esteemed correspondent, 
beating date Cincinnati, Ohio, June 2i, 1827, 
has been received which brings the welcome 
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eternal life is not suspended on any condition intelligence that our brethren there have been 
whatever, to be performed by the creature. To, favored with a visit from Br. E. Case, 
contend that man will not be forever happy, in Jr. whose labors were well received. He 
another state of being, because he does not be-|tarried at that place about four weeks. Our 
lieve, in this, is equally as absurd as it would correspondent adds:—“A lot of ground, and 
be to contend, that there is no God, because materials for building a Meeting-house have 
“the fool hath said in his heart, ‘There is no been procured, and the house will probably be 
God.” Belief or unbelief affect not the thing erected this season. A Universalist Society 
believed or dishelieved—they affect only the has been lately formed in this place, and incor- 
persons in whom they exist. If a man believe | porated.” Thus, then, we behold the march 
that his future happiness is made sure for him,‘ of Truth! Truly, the Lord God omnipotent 
in the eternal purpose and counsel of God, it reigneth! How fervently ought we to bless 


gives him peace, and causes his mind to rest 
in divine assurance. If, on the other hand, he 


disbelieves it, bis mind is constantly disturbed, , 


avd he is tormented by a thousand imaginary 
fears. But the effects of bis belief, or uabelief, 
must be felt in the present state of existence. 
For when he shall come in possession of what 
is promised, his belief will be Jost in know- 
ledge, or unbelief overcome by absolute cer- 
tainty. When that which is the object of his 


faith is realized, faith ceases,—as, for instance, 


the Father 6f Mercies for what he is doing in 
‘our world! 

Although the powers of the earth seem to 
-have combined their strength to stop the pro- 
gress of liberal principles, yet truth marches 


‘onward in an unprecedented manner, deiolish- 
ing the airy frabries of error, and puiling down 
the strong refuges of the adversary. Truly 
‘our eyes haye seen the salvation of Ged, and 


our eara are saluted with good tidings of great 
joy. ¥. Gos. Advocate. 
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From the Christian [niolligenee. 


A DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED ON THE ISTH OF JONB LAST, AT THE 
DEDICATION OF THE NEW UNIVERSALIST MEET} 
ING-HOUSE IN TURNER, ME, BY SYLVANUS 
CORR, : 
Toxt.—“*Not forsaking the assembling of ourselved 

turcther, as the manner of some is; and #0 much the 

more, as ye see the day approaching.”” my fp 

This assembling together recommended by 
the Apostle, was for the worship of God, and 
for instruction and mutual encouragement in 
the faith of the Gospel. 

A consideration of the worth and importance 
of divine worship, and of instruction in the doe~ 
trines of the Gospel, will occupy, chiefly the 
present discourse. ; 

1. The worth and importane¢e of the worship 
of God, 

Worship is reverence, honor, and adoration; 
and a rich, component part of the worship with 
which we now have to do, is gratitude. That 
favors bestowed, always lay the party receiving 
them under a corresponding obligation to the 
donor, is a principle to which all will accede. 
And the received favors are never so fully en- 
joyed as when this obligation is returned; es- 
pecially if it be an offering of gratitude from 
the heart. For gratitude is a flame that rises 
out of the heart, kindled up by a lively sense 
of the worth of the things bestowed, and of 
the goodness of our benefactor. 

The ungrateful dependent, therefore, is an 
unhappy one; realizing not, and of course en- 
joying not the blessings he receives. The 
goodness of rulers alone makes not a people . 
happy; but wise and benevolent rulers, and 
grateful and virtuous subjects. A provident 
Jather alone makes not a happy family; but a 
kind and provident father, and thankful and 
obedient children. Though the father provides 
for them rich and wholesome food and drink to 
meet every return of hunger; he warms them 
with his fires, and his kind hand clothes them, 
—yet if their feelings towards him are hard,— 
if they are regardless of his counsels, insensi- 
ble of his kindness, and honor him not in their 
thoughts,—there is no domestic felicity there ; 
they are destitute of real enjoyment. ‘Though 
happiness come, and hover like a dove around, 
she finds no entrance into their bosoms. Their 
hearts are barred, aud too cold for happiness to 
dwell there. 

But if you would see a household where 
there are children of biessedness, behold the 
kind and virtuous father, industrious and pro- 
vident; when he is engaged in his daily employ, 
his elder children are with him, cheerfully en~ 
deavoring to repay him some little, for the 
much he has done tor them. When he returns 
from his labor, he meets his little ones from his 
dwelling, who fasten upon his garments, and 

\joyfully greet his coming. As he enters his 

mansion with his little grateful attendants, the 
smiles of his companion cheer his heart, and 
| banish the recollection of his toils; and when 
;they all sit down together around the social 
hearth, or table heaped with viands, the pa- 
rents feel the warm breath of gratitude breathed 
into their bosoms from the hearts of their chidd- 
ren.—Here is happiness. These grateful child- 
ren realize that there is a blessedness, a pecu- 
liar blessedness, in revering and honoring their 
parents. 

But who is the parent of ‘us all? Who has 
given us life and being? Who watches over us 
all the day, and guards our soft slumbers in the 
silent hours of night? Who makes every thing 
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beautiful for us in its season, and daily loadeth 
us with benefits? Who maketh his paths to 
drop down fatness, and crowneth the year with 
his goodness? Itis Gop. His breath gives us 
lite, his love smiles around us, and his right 
hand sustains us. Can it be that there is a 
reasonable creature in the world, who does not 
fee! it in his heart to “give thanks to the Lord, 
and to praise the name of the Most High?” 

If there be a man so devoid of reason and 
sober reflection, he is a miserable being. When 
he has some enjoyment, it is low like that of 
the brute, and he knows not the happiness 
that belongs to man:—Because his soul is 


never lifted up to its divine OrteinaL; and he 


contemplaies not his relationship, nor knows 
the bliss of gratitude to God. wah 

Such is the constitution of the moral nature 
of man, that as the, branch, for its,Jife, must 
have a connexion with the root; so he, for his 
happiness, must feel in his mind a connexion 
with God.. .The thrifty branch receives from 
its root a constant. flow of life, and. from the 
branch to the root there isa constant return. 
So the living child of God, whose affections 
are placed upon the infinite source of all his 
blessings, draws through this sensible connex- 
ion, a constant flow of life and bliss;—and there 
is kept up from his heart a constant grateful 
return, ‘ 

But when the branch is cut off from its con- 
nexion with the root, its nourishing aspect is 
changed, its beauty fades, and it dies. So he 
whose heart and affections are alienated from 
God, who is thoughtless of his dependence, and 
unmindful of the goodness of his kind Benefac- 
tor,—is morally dead. He is dead to exalted 
happiness: he ts senseless to high and rational 
enjoyment. 

Since then we are all aiming at the attain- 
ment of happiness, and our happiness so great- 
ly depends on a sense of the divine goodness, 
and the discharge of our high duty of filial 
love, it is truly important that, we call to mind, 
in our daily private meditation, what things 
the Lord hath done for us. That we count 
over our blessings, and think of the source 
from whence they come. That at proper sea- 
sons, we meet in the sanctuary, taking with us 
as many members of our families as can con- 
veniently attend,—that we may siir up each 
other’s minds by way of remembrance, and our 
mingled devotions rise up to heaven in one 
flame. 

When I see the man of business regularly 
neglecting the public worship of God, and lock- 
ing himself, through the Sabbath, in the busi- 
ness of his shop, counting room, or office, I 
venerate him not; because he venerates not his 
Father in heaven, nor feels interested for the 
good of mankind. When he is directing his 
steps to the place of his labor, does he once 
think of that Being who made the ground he 
treads on? Does his heart heave one throb of 
gratitude to Him, in whom he moyes and has 
his being?—No: For then would he bend his 
course to the temple of God, and meet with his 
neighbors and friends, to mingle his devotions, 
and help to animate their’s 

Does he say he is atover of God, and knows 
the blessedness of private worship, and could 
delight to worship in public, if there were any 
class of worshippers with whom he could con- 
scientiously associate ? But that all religious 
congregations in the vicinity of his residence 
are entertained by sentiments so dishonorary 
to God, and of so injurious a tendency, that he 


i i ‘e to! 
cannot give them countenance, ho} endure to! th | is a 
z ) Higion, which, ‘though it induces its possessors to \insertion.—Zd, (N.Y.) Gos. Advocate 


be present in their assemblies ? 


_If he be a lover of God, and could delight in 
his worship; and if he have sotender and laud- 
able a regard for the honor of the divine char- 
acter, and the good of society, that he cannot 
sit easy under public instructions which he 
views to be repugnant to both, why does he 
not manifest something of this scrupulous and 
commendable regard for the honor of the di- 
vine character, and the good of society ? Why 
does he not employ sueh means as are in his 
power, to correct these injurious errors under 
which he sees his neighbors suffering bondage; 
and to raise up, at least, a small fraternity of 
worshippers with whom he can meet and min- 
gle spirits in the rational worship of the true 
Gcod.—Let him send, and at his own expense, 
procure from a distance the labors of some one 
he considers a messenger of truth, if it be but 
tor one Sabbath in the year;—that her may at 
some times have the privilege of joining with a 
brother in the service of God? and that his neigh- 
bors may have an opportunity tu learn and hold 
iast that which is good. If there be no public 
laborer he can obtain, then let him, as it has 
Just been remarked, improve such ways and 
means as he does find within his ability, to dis- 
seminate truth. And then he will show that he 
has some regard for the honor of the divine 
character, and the good of mankind. 

Will he say, as his last excuse, that he is 
established, himself, in Gospel truth; in that 
truth which causes him to love the Lord with all 
his heart, and his: neighbor as himself, and 
makes him happy, and therefore he cares noth- 
ing about it: That the subject has become too 
stale for him to spend his Sabbaths, either in 
his own house teaching it to his children, or in 
the public assembly communing upon: it with 
his neighbors? 

This excuse is inconsistent with itself. For 
if he has found that truth which produées love 
to God, and love to man,—and makes him hap- 
py,—he can never be indifferent or inactive 
with respeet to’that subject which he tias found’ 
to be so valuable to himself. He will suffer no 
opportunity to pass unimproved, to disseminate 
a knowledge of that truth which makes him 
happy, that his children and his neighbors may 
be sharing happiness with him. As well might 
the good man sit over his sumptuous meal, to- 
tally inditlerent whether his children or his 
neighbors had a morsel to save them from death, 
as that he should be indifferent about their 
knowing that truth, and enjoying that worship, 
which he has found to constitute his own true 
happiness, and to prove the bread of life to his 
soul. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 


From the (Gardiner) Christian Iotelligencer, 


INFLUENCE OF RELIGION, 


If we do not greatly misunderstand both the 
letter and the spirit of the christian religion, its 
design is to make men better; and wherever 
it does exert its own salutary influence on the 
hearts and lives of its professors, we shall find 


‘them to be more honest, more faithful, nore be- 


nevolent and more charitable members of socie- 
ty. We do want to see these fruits follow every 
profession of religion—if they do not, we cannot, 
in our souls believe that those who ate desti- 
tute of them—we care not to what church they 
belong or how loud they are in their preten-| 


tions—are entitled to the appellation, religious. | 


There is, if we mistake not something that pas-| 
ses inthe world under the venerable name of re- | 


43 
put on the external appearance of sanctity—to 
attend religious meetings, perhaps every day 
or night in the week—to contend earnestly for 
the creed of the church to which they may hap- 
pen to belong, and to be zealous in support of 
the sectarian cause in which they may be en- 
gaged—instead of making them better, in the 
true and genuine sense of the word, renders 
them intollerant, morose, unkind, if not abusive 
to such as, in conscience, cannot subscribe to 
every iota of their faith. “We speak that which 
we do know, and testify of that which we have 
seen;” that which we know from personal ex- 
perience, and see daily before our eyes. Big- 
otted and persecuting dispositions too general- 
ly, we fear—if we may “know men by their 
fruits”—fill a targe space in the hearts and ac- 
tions of those who make the loudest professions 
of knowing most of the doctrines of the gospel 
and of enjoying the greatest measure of the 
spirit of Christ. Now we hold, that those who 
profess to be the best christians, we have a 
right to expect will consequently be the best 
men; and the best men will always readily be 
discovered by society—without the trouble of 
their undertaking to tel! others that they are so 
—as the most useful citizens the most accomo- 
dating and amiable neighbours, and as the 
best and most active friends to the poor and un- 
fortunate. If you wish to discover the evidence 
of a person’s religion, look to his life; see what 
that testifies concerning him, and make up your 
opinion accordingly. ' 


Free People of Color. 


A very interesting debate recently occurred 
in the English House of Commons on the ques- 
tion ef meliorating the condition of free people 
of colour in the West Indies. Some important 
(and to us novel) facts were stated. The 
“brown population” (i. e. free. coloured peo- 
ple) of Jamaica alone is worth property to the 
amount of $23,000,000. (They are said to 
consist of 30,000 souls.) One of them a Dr. 
Dickenson, left at his death $600,000; anoth-. 
er, Mr. Swaney, $760,000; a Mr. Kinga] $109, 
000; anda Mr. Benjamin Scott $1,250,000. 
All the pimento Plantations (except one) in 
the island belonged to them; and yet these peo- 
ple were suffering under the most greyious le- 
gal oppression. The debate in Parliament 


‘ eventuated’ in nothing satisfactory. 
NV. Y. Eng. 


Simgular Fanatics. 


Dr. Henderson, in his interesting journey of 
a tour in Russia, says, he visited one family of 
dissenters, who carried their superstition so 
far, that the mistress of the house refused to set 
at a table with him, because one of his compan- 
ions had metal buttons on his travelling coat, 
and another had a tobacco pipe in his hand. 
Their aversion to snuff was so great, that if 
box happens to lay on the table, the part on 
which it has been laid, must be planed out. 
before the table will be used again. 


NOTICE, 


We are requested by Mr. George W. Brooks. 
of Sullivan, Madison co. N. ¥. to give notice 
“that he is nolonger an Universalist Preacher, 
aud disclaims all fellowship with the order.”’— 
His reasons for thus withdrawing himself are 
not communicated. N. B. Editors of Univer- 
salist publications are requested to give this an 


From the Rockingham Gazette. 


—— 


TO A CHILD. 


I love the memory of thet hour 
When first in youth I found thee; _ 
A single star was rising there, 
With wild and lovely motion; 
And scarce the zephyr’s gentle breath, 
Went o’er the sleaplaiy ocean. ‘ 


I love the memory of that hour— 
It wakes a pensive feeling; 
As when within the winding shell, 
The playful winds are stealing, » 
It tells my heart of those bright years, 
Ere hope went down in sorrow, 
hen all the joys of yesterday 
Were painted on tomorrow, 


Where art thou now? thy once-loy’d flowers 
Their yellow leaves are twining, 

And bright and beautiful again 
That single star is shining. 

But where art thou? the bended grass 
A dewy stone discloses; 

And love’s light footsteps print the ground, 
Where all my peace reposes. | 


Farewell! my tears were not for thee, 
*fwere weakness to aeplore thee; 

Or vainly mourn thine absence here, 
While angels half adore thee, 

Thy days were few, and quickly told; 
Thy short and mournful story 

Hath ended like the morning star, 
‘That melts in deeper glory. 


From the (Gardiner, Me.) Chr. Intelligencer. 


LACONIC SERMON. 


Texr, “If ye die in your sins, whither I go ye never 
ean come.”’ 


The plain, unequivocal declaration of this 
text, is, that none who die in their sins—i. e. 
without receiving divine forgiveness for their 
offences through faith in Christ and repentance 
oward God, can ever—ever go to the bright 
realms of eternal bliss, whither Christ has 
gone. Alas! There are millions and millions 
of wretched souls, who go out of the world un- 
repentant, unforgiven—who “die in their sins,” 
and “never go where Christ has gone.” Un- 
believers in Christian countries—the Jews, 
Pagans, Catholics, Mahometans, nay, all child- 
ren, insane persons and idiots—all of whom die 
under the denomination of those who do “not 
believe” in the Saviour;—some, because they 
never had the opportunity, and others, for want 
of the ability to believe in Christ to the salva- 
tion of their souls,—never can go where Christ 
has gone, but must be doomed down to the sul- 
phurie billows of everlasting fire and brimstone! 
Horrible thought. 

But hold! Have I not been preaching a doc- 
trine which is derived from a text not found in 
the bible? “Search the Seriptures,” kind 
reader; examine them from Genesis to Reve- 
lation, and if you ean find that text, I have 
certainly preached to you a scriptural doctrine; 
but if you cannot, you are at liberty to say I 
have advanced a sentiment without the requi- 
site authority. But I want, in faithfulness, just 
to whiaper in your ear before-hand, that your 
labor will certainly be in vain. The text, 

gh often quoted in Sermons and much re-| 
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lied upon, is not in the Bible, and the conclu- 
sions above derived from it are therefore un- 
scriptual, VerpuM. 


A Hint to the Orthodox, 


Judge Thatcher, in sentencing the orthodox divine, 
Mr. Weems to the State Prison for repeated stealing, 
gives the following words: 

“Say not now, as you once did, that ‘relig- 
ion is al] delusion’; but rather confess the re- 
tributions of a just Providence even in this 
world—for it is the order of Providence, as well 
as of Society, that punishment and misery should 
Jollow transgression.” 


‘Brom the London Lit. Gaz. and Journal of Science. 


THE VIOLET. 


_ The violet flower, 
In grassy bower, 
Doth freshly ope to morning’s dew, 
And say if earth 
Did e’er give birth 
To aught of sweeter form or hue! 
. Ah, never, no, 
Its perfumes throw 
The breath of heaven reund its bower, 
And every dye. 
That charmes the eye, 
Uniting, forms its beauty’s dower. 


How rosy bright 
And purely white 

It shows when morn forsakes the sea; 
But sweetest pride 
Of April tide, 

What must at length thy portion be? 
Oh thou art born, n 
_Like fleeting morn, 

From earth to pass in one short hour! 
E’en now decay 
Doth round thee stay, 

And longs to blight thee, hapless flower. 


And thou whose pride 
Now spreads so wide, 
*Cause youth and loveliness are thine, 
Thou pleasing pain, 
Whose cherish’d chain | 
Around my bosom’s core doth twine. 


This Violet see, 
And counsell’d be 
Of greenest Youth’s too trail estate; 
For like this flower, 
One little hour 
Must be at most thy beauty’s date. 


INITALLATION, 

Rev. Joun Brspe was yesterday installed Pastor of 
the First Universalist Society in this town. The order 
of exercises were as follows: 

Introductory prayer by Rev. Edward Turner of Ports- 
mouth, N. H, 

Prayer by Rey. Sylvanus Cobb, of Waterville—spe- 
cification of Ministerial duties by the pastor elect.* 

Delivery of tue Scriptures and Charge by Rev. E. 
Turner. 

R.ght Hand of Fellowship by Rey. 8. Cobb. 

* Concluding Prayer by Rey. James Woodman, of N. 
Gloucester. The exercises were interspersed with ap- 
propriate music.—ARGuUs. 


= From unavoidable accident, the gentleman designated to deliver 
the installation sermon, did vot attend, as we have just been informed. 


= 
Mazxims.—T he little which suffices is better 

than the much which disturbs us. 

Cs best of man’s possessions is a sincere 

irieud, 


AZINE. 


« Married in this Cily, 

‘Mr. Charles Haynes to Miss Hannah Haviland, 

In Providence, Mr, Joseph C. Whiting, of Savannah, 
(Geo.) to Miss Patience B. Durfee, of P. 

In Plainfield, N. H. Rev. Charles Walker, of New 
Ipswich, to Mrs.Martba Porter, daughter of Rev. Mica- 
jah Porter, of Plainfield. 


st Sie 
' Died in this City. 


An infant child of Mr. Benjamin Corey. 

Henry Wainwright, Esq. . 

In Charlestown, Miss Hannah Fuller, aged 28. - 

In Lincoln, Mass. Mr. Wm. Mercer, aged 85. He 
was with the army at the siege of Quebec in the Freach 
war, and was one of the party who met the British at 
Concord North Bridge, 19th of April, 1775. 


e , 


OBITUARY.» 


Died-in Hamstead, N. H. on the 11th inst. Mr. Na- 
THANIEFL Lirtrur, aged 81. Justice to the memory 
of this good man, and to the cause of truth and righ- 
teousness demand, that in recording his death, a few 
words be said relative to his life. Mr. Little possessed 
a remarkably mild and happy disposition, and was dis- 
tinguished throngh his whole life, for gentleness of 
manners, evenness of temper, and uniform propriety of 
deportment; never over-elated with prosperity, nor de- 
pressed with adversity. He met and sustained the vi- 
cissitudes of a long life, with a fortitude and submis- 
sion that evinced an unwavering confidence in a God 
of immutable goodness. About the year 1790, he em- 
braced that faith which recognizes God as the Father, 
and heayen as the home, of the intelligent creation;— 
a faith which found a genial soil in his noble soul, and 
received a practical illustration in the brotherly love, 
charity, and inflexible integrity which shone conspicu- 
ous in his character. And as an evidence that the faith 
which had been his comfort in life, was his solace and 
support in the prospect of death, he made a particular 
request of his friends, but a little time before, that the 
writer of this might be called upon to officiate at his 
funeral. That request was cheerfully granted, and a 
discourse was delivered on the occasion from Job xix., 
25, 26. Having lived a remarkably temperate and vir- 
tuous life, Mr. Little’s decent to the grave was easy, 
peaceful and happy; not by a painful disease, but by 
a gradual decay and failures of the powers of life. He 
lived beloved by all who knew him, and yetflives in 
their grateful and affectionate rememberance ;—he liy- 
ed and died a Universalist.—[ Communicated.] 


SS 


JUST PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE, ¥ 


A DIALOGUE between a Parent and Child, concerning the 25th 
chapter of Matthew: For the instruction of Children and Fouts 
Rev. T. Whittemore.—Price, 50 cents per dozen, and 6 1-4 cénts single. 


Also, by the same auth r, SYSTEMATICAL-THEOLOG Y.—and the 
CHRISTIAN GUIDE.—Price, $1 for each work. 


Also, the 4th edition of the CRILD’S SCRIPTURAL CATECBISM. 
By i. Ballon.—Price, A cents a dozen, and 6 1-4 cents single. 


Also, a SERMON, delivered at the Ordination of the 
Rey. Joun S. Tuompson, as Pastor of the First Uni- 
versalist Society in Charlestown, Mags. on Wednesday, ra 
July 11, 1827. By Rev. Hosea Ballou of the 2d Socie- 
ty of Universalists in Boston.—Price 124 cents, 


Likewise, SERIES OF LETTERS on the Subject 
of Divine Revelation, between Rev. Hosea Ballou and 
Rey. Abner Kneeland.—Priceé 874 cents. 


J UST Publi-hed and for Sale at the Charlestown Bookstore—and at this 

“Ofice.—A Discourse delivered by Rev. John S. Thompson, on the 
Evening of his Installation over the First Universalist Society of Charles. 
(own, Mass.—Priee 12 1-2 cents. 

JUST RFCEIVED AND FOR SALE, ; 

4 CANDID REVIEW of TEN LETTERS, coutaining rensons for 
not embracing the doctrine of Universal Saleation, by Ree. Joel Hance 
To which are added thirteen Friendly Lever to a Caadidat ‘ 
Ministry. By Rvsvel Canfield.—Price 97 1-2 cents, ee id 


